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SKULL MORPHOLOGY OF CANDIDODON ITAPECURUENSE (CROCODYLOMOR
PHA. MESOEUCROCODYLIA) FROM THE CRETACEOUS OF BRAZIL
NOBRE, Pedro. and CARVALHO. Ismar. Departamento de Geologia, Universidad

Federal do Rio de Janeiro, Cidade Universit ria, Rio de Janciro, RIAB 21048

900 Brazil. i
Cundidodon ttapecuriense 1s a mesoevucrocodylian from the Pama ba Basin, Brazl. It wa
found in fine-grained sandstones of Albian age (lapecuru Formation) interpreted as fluval
deposits. Previously it was known from a smgle mandible and isolated molan form. premoss
iform and mcisiform teeth. The present study describes the first complete skull of Candidode
Iapecuriense,

The skull of this crocodyliform shows a short rostrnm, of tubular shape. 1 is shight
comnpressed between the maxillar and premaxillar region. The external nares are anterior il
subvertical. The orbits are Tateral, three imes the size of the temporal fenestirae, The antorbd
fenestrae is small and oval-shaped. The skull surface is sculptured with small and imcgds
rugositics. The skull roof is rectangular shape. dorsally plain. The supratemporal fenesine s
oval and slightly laterally positioned. The quadrate 1s backward inclined The plerygoids =
big. The mternal nares are oval-shaped. narrow and are located between the palatines and
preryeoids. In the premaxilla are three comical pomted teeth with different sizes In the ma §
illa there are two small pomnied and spatulated tecth, and a hypertrophied caniniform ool
Aficr a small diastema. there are four molariform tecth that have a mam spatulated cusp s
rounded by small denticles on the crownss base.

Candidodan itapecuriense has a specialized teeth patlen showing a possible ommve
rous dict. Its lateral orbits, with anterior and verticalized external nares are evidences of i =
resinial habits,

© 2002 by the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology





